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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA OPENS ELECTION CAMPAIGN: 

PSD ANNOUNCES "PLATEORM” 

1. SUMMARY: TUNISIA'S 1974 ELECTION CAMPAIGN BEGAN 
OCTOBER 20 WITH A SPEECH BY PRESIDEN BOURGUIBA IN 
MEDENINE AND PUBLICATION OF A MANIFESTO BY THE DESTOURIAN 
SOCIALIST PARTY (PSD). BOTH SPEECH AND MANIEESTO WERE 
BASED ON THEME OE NATIONAL UNITY WHICH HAS BEEN A CENTRAL 
POINT OF GOVERNMENT AND PARTY STATEMENTS OVER PAST 
MONTHS. BOURGUIBA'S SPEECH EOCUSED ESPECIALLY ON THE NEED 
EOR INDUCTRIAL PEACE, WHOLE MANIEESETO OUTLINED AREAS OE 
SPECIAL IMPORTANCE IN THE PSD'S DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM. 
NEITHER DECLARATION CONTAINED ANY SURPRISES. HOWEVER 
CONTINUED OEEICIAL PREOCCUPATION IWITH UNITY ISSUE, EVEN 
ALTER ALLEGED TRIUMPH OP NATIONAL UNITY AT SEPTEMBER 
PARTY CONGRESS IS WORTH NOTING. END SUMMARY. 

2. ON OCTOBER 20, PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA KICKED OPE THE 
CAMPAIGN EOR NOVEMBER 3 NATIONAL ELECTIONS WITH A TOUR 
OP THE SOUTHEN REGION OP TUNISIA. HE DELIVERED A MAJOR 
SPEECH AT MEDENINE IN WHICH HE REMINISCED AT LENGTH 
ABOUT HIGH POINTS OP THE INDEPENDECNE STRUGGLE THAT 
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DEALTH WITH THE EOLLOWING ISSUES: I) MAINTENANCE OE 
NATIONAL UNITY IN ORDER TO PROTECT AND EXTEND THE BENE- 
EITS OE ECONOMIC EXPANSION AND TO CONQUER UNDERDEVELOP- 
MENT 2) CONTROL OF POPULATION GROWTH TO PREVENT 
REGRESSION FROM ECONOMIC LEVEL ALREADY ATTAINED; AND 
3) ENDING WILDCAT; STRIKES AND STUDENT DISTURBANCES WHICH 
JEOPARDIZE NORMAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. BOURGUIBA 
REFERRED TO THE VARIOUS PROBLEMS WHICH CONERONT TUNISIA, 
PARTICULARLY INELATION, AND SAID THAT THE ONLY WAY TO 
PROTECT THE NATION WAS TO MAINTAIN NATIONAL UNITY AND 
CONTINUE TO WORK. THE WORKER IS PROTECTED BUT ALSO 
OBLIGATED, HE SAID, BY THE PRINCI9LE OE COOPERATION 
DEEINED IN FREF.T.Y ACCEPTED LABOR/MANAGEMENT AGREEMENTS, 
AND ARBTIRARY BREAKING OE AGREEMENTS ONLY DRIVES 
AWAY CAPITAL CAUSING UNEMPLOYMENT AND DROP IN PRODUC- 
TION. WORKERS ENGAGING IN WILDCAT STRIKES OR STUDENTS 
IN AGITATION WOULD BE TRAITORS TO THE PARTY AND A TO 
SOCIETY. TUNISIAN UNITY, HE SAID IN CLOSING, MUST 
RESIST SUBVERSIVE INTRIGUES ORCHESTRATED EROM ABROAD 
AND THE MANEUVERS OE THOSE WHOSE ONLY END IS TO SEIZE 
POWER OR SERVE PERSONAL INTERESTS. 

3. DESTOUIAN SOCIALIST PARTY (PSD) ALSO PUBLISHED 
LENGTHY MANIFESTO ON OCTOBER 20 WHICH AMOUNTED TO A 
PARTY PLATEORM FOR THE ELCTORAL CAPAIGN. IT CALLED TO 
MIND THE IDEAL OF NATIONAL UNITY WHICH, IT SAID, HAD 
PERMITTED PAST SUCCESSES AND PROTECTED PEOPLE EROM 
EEUDAL AND REACTIONARY INIQUITY MS WELL AS EROM 
EXTREMISM AND DEMAGOGY. THE PLATFORM ALSO REITERATED 
MAIN LINES OE PSD DEVELOPMENT POLICY AS DEEINED BY 
PARTY'S 9TH CONGRESS AND PROMISED CONTINUED GOVERNMENT 
ATTENTION TO SUCH EIELDS AS AGRICULTUAL MODERNIZATION, 
CONSOLIDATION AND EXTENSION OE INDUSTRIALIZATION, 
RATIONALIZATION OE PUBLIC SERVICES, IMPROVEMENT OF 
HEALTH CARE EACILITIES, CONSTRUCTION OE MORE HOUSING, 

AND INCREASE IN PURCHASING POWER THROUGH AN ADEQUATE 
INCOMES POLICY. MANIEESTO SOUGHT TO PORTRAY PSD AS 
MOST AUTHENTIC EXPRESSION OE POPULAR WILL AND ZEALOUS 
PROMOTER OE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL JUSTICE. 
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4. COMMENT; OPENING OE AN ELECTION CAMPAIGN IN WHICH 
ONLY CANDIDATES EOR OEEICE ARE PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA 
AND THE PSD'S LIST OE 1 12 DEPUTIES CANNOT HAVE EXCITED 
GREAT POPULAR INTEREST. CAMPAIGN, HOEVER, GIVES 
PARTY AN OPPORTUNITY TO INFORM PUBLIC OF ITS PROGRAMS 
AND CONCERNS. PRESIDENTIAL SPEECH AND PSD MANIEESTO 
COVERED GROUND THAT HAD ALREADY BEEN THOROUGHLY PLOUGHED 
IN PREPARATION EOR THE 9TH PARTY CONGRESS IN SEPTEMBER. 
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IN ADDITION TO FOCUSING PUBLIC ATTENTION ON BROAD LINES 
OE PSD ECONOMIC POLICY, STATEMENTS REITERATED GOT'S 
PREOCCUPATION WITH NATIONAL UNITY, WITH ECONOMIC THREAT 
POSED BY WILDCAT STRIKES, AND WITH SECURITY THREAT 
POSED BY STUDENT DISTURBANCES. 

5. GOT'S CONTINUAL REPETITION OE THEME OE UNITY AND 
CHALLENGES REPRESENTED BY EXTRA-LEGAL STRIKES AND STUDENT 
AGITATION WOULD SEEM INDICATE A DEEP PREOCCUPATION. 
ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN AEEORDS GOVERNMENT LEADERS AN EXTRA 
OPPORTUNITY TO APPEAL EOR SUPPORT FROM ENTIRE COUNTRY 
AND TO CLAIM THAT DISSIDENTS REPRESENT ONLY MINOR, 
INSIGNIEICANT ELEMENTS. 
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